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CALIFORNIA 
GREEN CHEMISTRY

PROGRAM

Department of Toxic Substances 
Control

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/PollutionPrevention/GreenChemistryInitiative/index.cfm
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What is Green Chemistry?

ÁBenign by Design

Protecting public health and 
the environment ðduring 

design of products and 
processes

ÁCradle to Cradle

A fundamentally new 
approach to environmental 
protection
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ÅShape global debate on 
products and chemicals

ÅRestore Californiaôs leadership 
in innovation and economic 
growth

ÅGrow our share of multi - trillion 
dollar global chemical and 
consumer products market

The 
Opportunity:
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The Challenges:
ÁToxics found in consumer 

products 

ÁInformation lacking for 
businesses and consumers to 
choose less toxic products

ÁExisting cradle -to -grave 
framework is inadequate

ÁLittle control ðto influence   
safer design of products made 
overseas
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Old Approach:
Cradle to Grave

Á20 th Century ðSingle 
Medium (air, water, land)

ÁFor the past 40 years, we 
have focused on end -of -
pipe or after product use
ÅDischarges

ÅEmissions

ÅWastes



THE LEGACY:  Billions in Long -Term 
Costs to California Taxpayers

$157 Million 
Collected $1.2 Billion Needed


