Documents

Q. Can I get a copy of a cancelled standard?

A. Yes you can purchase a copy of a cancelled standard.  Contact SAE Customer Service at customerservice@sae.org or 1-877-606-7323 (U.S. and Canada) or 1-724-776-4970.

Q. Can I get a copy of an old revision?

A. Yes, past revisions of standards can be purchased but are available in hard copy (print) only.  Contact SAE Customer Service at customerservice@sae.org or 1-877-606-7323 (U.S. and Canada) or 1-724-776-4970.
Q. What is a slash sheet?

A. Slash Sheets are typically a family of documents where the main document will refer to an overall/general aspect of the document and then the slash sheet document(s) will refer to specific items within that overall document.

Q. What is an editorial vs. a technical change?

A. Minor editorial changes are considered only the following items:  Typographical Errors; Incorrect References; Incorrect Mathematical Formulas.  Editorial changes beyond those listed require approval of the Committee.  Technical changes are anything that effect fit/form/function. 
Q. Are there technical guidelines for writing a standard?

A. Yes, there is a Technical Report Style Manual available on the Committee website under the ‘Resources’ section. 

Q. How does SAE determine which standards to write?

A. The Technical Committee decides which issues to pursue.  Recommendations can be brought to SAE International from either a Regulatory Agency or as an industry concern.  Based on the need and urgency associated with addressing an issue, the Committee decides how best to move forward.  If the concern does not fall within the realm of the Committee’s responsibilities, they may choose not to pursue development of the document but may try to locate a committee better suited for the project.

Q. Who do I notify if I find a mistake in a standard?  How can I provide feedback to a standard?

A. There is now a feedback mechanism for each document being sold.  A feedback link is provided for each document on SAE’s website.  In addition, the link is provided on the front page of each document.  

Another way to provide feedback is by contacting either SAE Customer Service at customerservice@sae.org or 1-877-606-7323 (U.S. and Canada) or 1-724-776-4970 or the Aerospace Standards Specialist associated with the Committee responsible for the specific document.  

Q. What other projects/products can committees develop other than documents?

A. SAE International promotes a number of conferences throughout the year and is always looking for those active in industry to present technical papers/presentations at these conferences.  In addition, SAE International has other areas of interest such as Professional Development; Working with Students; etc. so there may be an opportunity to work in different areas outside of standards development.  Visit SAE’s website for more details (www.sae.org).
Q. Is the use of SAE standards mandatory?

A. No.  The use of the SAE Standards is on a voluntary basis.

Q. Can I get a discount on a quantity purchase?

A. There are a number of different options available for the purchase of Aerospace Standards.  To find out more about which option would best fit your need, you should contact SAE’s Customer Service at customerservice@sae.org or 1-877-606-7323 (U.S. and Canada) or 1-724-776-4970.

Q. How do obtain a copy of a standard?
A. You can purchase a Standard by contacting our Customer Service at customerservice@sae.org or 1-877-606-7323 (U.S. and Canada) or 1-724-776-4970, or you can purchase it online at http://www.sae.org/technical/standards.
Q. How do I start a new document/project?

A. The idea for development of a new standard needs to be brought to the attention of the Committee who is responsible for the area of expertise.  Once the Committee approves the project then the document development process begins.  The first step is to complete a New Project Request form located on the committee’s Standards Works website.
Q. How do you cancel a document?

A. Cancelling a document is handled in the same manner as developing a new document when it comes to the balloting process.  The Committee must decide that there is no longer an industry need for the document and will then have the document placed on the Committee website for ballot.  If the Committee approves the cancellation of the document then it goes on to the Aerospace Council for their approval of the cancellation.  The Committee must provide the rationale for the cancellation and if there is a document available that will supersede the cancelled document.

Q. How do we convert a milspec to an industry standard?

A. The military must request that SAE take over ownership of the document and must provide a copy of the document so that a complete revision and conversion to an SAE Aerospace Standard can be performed.

Q. How do you get an interpretation of a standard?

A. You will need to contact the Aerospace Standards Specialist associated with the Committee responsible for the document in question.  They will forward your technical question onto the Committee for interpretation.  Technical interpretation is not performed onsite within SAE International.

Q. What is a rationale statement?

A. A rationale statement is provided to explain the reason for the development of a new standard or the revision of an existing standard.  It explains the driving force behind the creation or revision of a standard.

Q. What is the difference between AMS, AIR, AS, ARP, and ARD?

A. AMS (Aerospace Material Specification) Technical Reports containing specific performance requirements and used for material and process specifications conforming to sound established engineering and metallurgical practices in aerospace sciences and practices. 
AIR (Aerospace Information Report) Technical Reports are compilations of engineering reference data, historical information, or educational material useful to the technical community.

ARP (Aerospace Recommended Practice) Technical Reports are documentations of practice, procedures, and technology that are intended as guides to standard engineering practices.  Their content may be of a more general nature, or they may propound data that have not yet gained broad acceptance.  The recommended practice should emphasize the capabilities and limitations of the information contained therein.  

AS (Aerospace Standard) Technical Reports containing specific performance requirements and are used for: (1) design standards, (2) parts standards, (3) minimum performance standards, (4) quality, and (5) other areas conforming to broadly accepted engineering practices or specifications for material, product, process, procedure, or test method.
ARD (Aerospace Resource Document) Aerospace Technical Reports providing the reader with technical and non-technical information which may support a technical report. ARDs are issued for a limited time. Examples of ARDs include rationale reports, results of round robin or field testing, field data or empirical data, and compilations of industry research results, but may

also report on state-of-the-art technology or be a technology needs-assessment. These documents shall have a maximum life of two years from adoption and cannot be revised or reaffirmed.

This information can be found in the Aerospace Council Guidelines under the Resources section of the Main Committee web pages.
Q. How do you get a document number?

A. Once the Committee has decided to move forward with a project and a document sponsor has been assigned, the document sponsor must complete the New Project Request Form located under the Resources section on the Committee’s website.  Once this form has been completed and submitted, the Aerospace Standards Specialist provides the document sponsor with a document number for the SAE International database.

Q. What is the first step in revising an existing document?

A. First the Committee has to approve the project and a document sponsor must be assigned.  The document sponsor then must complete the New Project Request Form located under the Resources section on the Committee’s website choosing ‘Revised’ and then submits the form.  The staff representative will approve the request.  Once approved, a Word file will be generated and sent to the Document Sponsor.
Q. Where are the document templates?

A. The templates are located under the ‘Resources’ section located on every Committee’s Standards Works page.  See ‘Document Development & Sponsor Guidelines’.  http://www.sae.org/servlets/works/customer.do
