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	Divestments
	 In August 2006, Sumitomo Rubber announced that it will dissolve its wholly owned Miyazaki-based subsidiary at the end of January 2007. The subsidiary was engaged in the backlight business.
	Joint-Ventures
	 In September 2006, Sumitomo Rubber established Dunlop Tire (Thailand) Co., Ltd., a joint-venture with Sumitomo Corporation and local partners, in Bangkok (Thailand) with a capital investment of approximately ¥300m (US$2.54m). It is expected to obtain a 10% market share in passenger car and light truck tire market through a positive expansion of retail network and sales promotion.
	Investments
	 In September 2008, Sumitomo Rubber established a tire selling company named Sumitomo Rubber Middle East FZE in Dubai, United Arab Emirates in order to expand sales of replacement tires in the Middle East region. The new company starts operations on 1 January 2009. An investment of AED4m (US$1.09m) has been made.
	 In December 2007, Sumitomo Rubber disclosed plans to set up a company for sales of tires in Brazil in fiscal 2008/2009. The company annually supplies 1.5 million tires to South and Middle America through its office in Santiago, Chile. The company will look for a partner company for the joint-venture.
	 In May 2006, Sumitomo Rubber set up its second tire manufacturing plant in Thailand. The company invested ¥23bn (US$205.1m) in the second plant which is located near its first plant in an industrial part of Rayong Province. The plant manufactures roughly 2.6 million tires a year, and with further investment the company is hoping to boost the plant's output to 10 million units by early 2011. 
	 In March 2006, Sumitomo Rubber announced its plan to invest approximately ¥3bn (US$25.5m) in its Miyazaki tire plant to upgrade and enhance its capacity. The company’s investment decision has boosted the facility's production capacity by around 7% to 48, 000 units per day.
	 In March 2006, Sumitomo Rubber announced its plan to quadruple its passenger car tire production capacity in China in the next three years to meet robust replacement tire demand in the country. The company plans to increase its tire-making capacity at its plant in Jiangsu Province in east China to 6,000 metric tons a month by end-2008 from 1,450 tons in 2006. The company also started production of truck and bus tires from the same plant in 2007 for local sales and for export to Japan.
	 In August 2005, Sumitomo Rubber held a ground-breaking ceremony for a new plant in Thailand. The company will invest ¥13m (¥116.8m) in this plant located in Amata City Industrial Park, Rayon (Thailand). The new plant has a production capacity of 8,000 units per day. 
	 In October 2004, Sumitomo Rubber announced investment worth ¥5bn (US$45.5m) under a two-year capital expenditure plan for its tire facilities in Japan, China and Indonesia, taking total investment planned to ¥33bn (US$300.3m) for 2004-06. Earlier in May 2003, the company had announced that it would be investing ¥28bn (US$234.7bn) for the specified two years.
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	Steel tire cord
	Investments
	 In April 2008, Xingda International Holdings Ltd., announced the expansion of its high performance tire cord production by 40,000 to 50,000 tons per year in each of the next three years. This capacity increase will take place at the company’s “Factory No. 8” facility. At the end of 2007 the company’s radial cord capacity stood at 237,100 tons, a 22.2% increase over 2006. The utilisation rate of this tire cord was 84%, only marginally lower than the year before. 
	 In November 2008, the company opened a post-doctoral research centre in Taizhou, Xinghua City (China).
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