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SAE International in Aerospace:  
An overview  
The diversity of the aerospace industry is reflected in the different groups that 
make up SAE International aerospace involvement. Both organizations and 
individuals are represented from all facets of the industry including: 

•	 Military and Commercial Aircraft Primes 
•	 Suppliers 
•	 Government Agencies 
•	 Engineers 
•	 Business Leaders 
•	 Students 

By providing a forum to connect companies and individuals, SAE International is 
truly a microcosm of the aerospace industry. A society serving the needs of civil 
and military transportation related to environment, regulations and safety issues. 
Specifically, SAE International is focused on connecting the community that 
designs, builds and operates all types of aircraft. 

 
 
SAE International in Aerospace:  
Awards & Recognition  
Since its founding in 1905, SAE International has established and operated 
programs which have recognized outstanding achievements in the design, 
engineering, and production of various forms of aerospace and ground vehicles 
including components, systems, and materials.

SAE International administers more than 60 award and recognition programs, 
many of which recognize engineers who provide leadership and technical 
expertise within the aerospace community. Information on aerospace awards is 
listed here and online at www.sae.org/awards/aerospace

You are encouraged to submit nominations and to forward this information to 
colleagues who may be interested in learning about these programs.

Leadership Awards  
SAE Aerospace Engineering Leadership Award 	
Nomination Deadline: December 31

Description
This award honors individuals at the corporate official level for outstanding 
contributions to the field of aerospace engineering through his/her leadership 
skills and significant contributions leading to great positive impact on the 
aerospace community.

Past Recipients

Nominate Online: www.sae.org/news/awards/list/aero_leadership

Bruce R. Aubin Aerospace Customer Support Award  
for Excellence	
Nomination Deadline: December 31

Description
This award is given in recognition of an individual within a Tier 2 or Tier 3 
aerospace supplier, who in the assessment of his/her peers has contributed to 
the advancement in safety, reliability and product worthiness in the air transport 
industry through his/her initiative, dedication; and excellence in personal 
interfaces in working with customers to achieve operational efficiency for 
customers and users.

Past Recipients

Nominate Online:  
www.sae.org/news/awards/list/customersupport

 

2008	 Dr. John J. Tracy 
Boeing Co.

2007	 Dr-Ing Robert H. Smith 
Honeywell International Inc.

2006	 Tom Burbage 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
Company

2005 	 Marc Parent 
CAE Electronics

2004 	 Alain Garcia 
Airbus SAS

2007	 Edward Senen 
Thales Avionics

2006	 Stephen M Zimmerman 
Monogram Systems

2005 	 Donald Dodgen 
Honeywell Company

2004 	 James F. Peterson 
Hamilton Sundstrand 
Aerospace



SAE Aerospace Chair Award 
Nomination Deadline: December 31

Description
This award is given to recognize outstanding leadership demonstrated by chairs 
of committees under the Aerospace Council and Air & Space Group. The award 
may be presented in recognition of performance over an extended period of  
time or for a singular accomplishment. 

Past Recipients

Information Online:  
www.sae.org/news/awards/list/aero_chair.htm

Technology Awards  
Clarence L. (Kelly) Johnson Aerospace Vehicle Design and 
Development Award
Nomination Deadline: December 31

Description
This award recognizes an individual with a distinguished career involving 
significant contributions in the innovative design and development of advanced 
aircraft and/or spacecraft, and for the technical value and originality of those 
contributions which have expanded the knowledge of aerospace engineering. 

Past Recipients

Nominate Online: www.sae.org/news/awards/list/johnson

Marvin Whitlock Award 	
Nomination Deadline: December 31

Description
This award recognizes an individual for significant technical contributions and/or 
innovation related to operational availability of aircraft. Operational availability 
includes areas such as repair design, tooling, maintenance practices, logistics, 
inspection, modification and safety. 

Past Recipients

Nominate Online: www.sae.org/news/awards/list/whitlock

2008 	 David Amirehteshami 
Boeing Phantom Works

	 Sanford C. Fleishman 
Boeing Aerospace Company

	 Paul O. Pendleton 
Federal Aviation 
Administration

2007 	 John K. Anderson 
Triumph Aerospace Systems

	 Jacques Leroux PhD 
Dow Chemical Canada Inc

2006	 Michael J. Hirschberg 
Centra 

	 Ishaque S. Mehdi 
The Boeing Company

2005	 Peter Amos 
Parker Hannifin Corporation

	 Thomas Nemcheck 
Aircraft Braking Systems 
Corporation

	 Bobby Crumb 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
Company

	 Reuben Chandrasekharan 
Bombardier Learjet

2004	 Douglas A. Gregory 
General Dynamics Corporation

	 Robert A. Mercure 
National Aero & Space 
Administration

	 Gregory E. Saunders 
U.S. Department of Defense 

2006	 Joseph John Lusczek Jr. 
	Aeronautical Systems Center 

2005	 Edsel R. Glasgow 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
Company (retired)

2004	 Burt Rutan 
Scaled Composites LLC

2006	 Sharanpal Singh Sikand 
	 The Boeing Company 

2005	 Robert J. Manelski 
The Boeing Company

2004	 Jayant D. Patel 
The Boeing Company



Franklin W. Kolk Air Transportation Progress Award 	
Nomination Deadline: December 31  

Description
This award recognizes an individual for unique and outstanding contributions 
to air transportation and/or to the work of the aerospace technical committees 
in developing aerospace standards, specifications, technical reports, and data 
through cooperative research.  

Past Recipients

Nominate Online: www.sae.org/news/awards/list/kolk

Lecture Awards  
SAE/AIAA William Littlewood Memorial Lecture 
Nomination Deadline: February 1

Description
This award recognizes a distinguished authority in the field of air transport 
engineering by providing for an annual lecture dealing with a broad phase of 
civil air transportation considered of current interest and major importance. The 
objective is to advance air transport engineering and to recognize those who 
make personal contributions to the field. 

Past Recipients

Nominate Online: www.sae.org/news/awards/list/littlewood

Cliff Garrett Turbomachinery Engineering Award 
Nomination Deadline: March 31		 	 	

Description
This award promotes engineering developments and the presentation of SAE 
papers on turbomachinery engineering.  SAE administers an annual lecture by  
a distinguished authority in the engineering of turbomachinery for on-highway, 
off-highway, and/or spacecraft and aircraft uses. 

Past Recipients

2006	 V. Ganesan 
Indian Institute of Technology 

2005	 John J. Adamczyk 
NASA John Glenn Research Center

2004	 Ramesh Rajagopalan 
Pratt & Whitney

Nominate Online: www.sae.org/news/awards/list/garret

2006  	 William G. Steenken 
	 GE Aviation 

2005	 Nikhilesh Sheth 
The Boeing Company

2004	 Jay J. Pengra 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
(retired)

2008 	 Earll M. Murman 
Massachusetts Institute  
of Technology

2007	 Preston A. Henne 
Gulfstream Aerospace 
Corporation

 2006	 Klaus Nittinger 
Lufthansa German Airlines 

2005	 Robert Doll 
International Aero Inc.

2004	 John H. McMasters 
The Boeing Company



Nominate by November 
30 for the following awards 
offered by the Professional 
Aviation Maintenance 
Association:

•	 Award of Excellence
•	 The Joe Chase Award
•	 Member Service Award
•	 Award of Merit
•	 Award of Special Merit
•	 Company Appreciation 

Award
•	 Chapter of the Year
•	 PAMA/ATP Award

For complete award information 
and nomination forms, visit  
http://www.pama.org/

SAE Aerospace
400 Commonwealth Drive

Warrendale, PA 15096-0001 USA
Phone: 1-724-776-4970
Email: awards@sae.org

P81177

Additional SAE Aerospace Awards:  

Leadership Awards
•	 SAE Medal of Honor
•	 Ableson Award for Visionary Leadership
•	 J. Cordell Breed Award for Women Leaders
•	 International Leadership Citation
•	 Arnold W. Siegel International 

Transportation Safety Award

Technology Awards
•	 Max Bentele Award for Engine Technology 

Innovation
•	 Arch T. Colwell Cooperative Engineering 

Medal
•	 Arch T. Colwell Merit Award
•	 John Connor Environmental Award
•	 Environmental Excellence in Transportation 

Award
•	 SAE Fellow Grade of Membership
•	 Daniel Guggenheim Medal (co-sponsored)
•	 Charles M. Manly Memorial Award
•	 Myers Award for Outstanding Student 

Paper
•	 Thomas H. Speller Award
•	 Elmer A. Sperry Award
•	 Russell S. Springer Award
•	 Ralph R. Teetor Educational Award
•	 Wright Brothers Medal

Participation Awards
•	 Bill Agnew Award for Outstanding AWIM 

Volunteers
•	 SAE Engineering Meeting Board 

Outstanding Oral Presentation Award
•	 Excellence in Engineering Education Award
•	 Forest R. McFarland Award
•	 Technical Standards Board Outstanding 

Contribution Award
•	 Lloyd L. Withrow Distinguished  

Speaker Award

For complete award information  
and nomination forms, visit  
www.sae.org/awards/aerospace
 


